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Habitat for Humanity will break ground on two homes on Forbes Street in London, ON 
 
 
September 14, 2016 – London, ON - Habitat for Humanity Heartland Ontario is excited to partner with 
the Robitaille family and the Solomon family as they break ground on two homes at 16 and 18 Forbes 
Street on Friday, September 23, 2016 at 11:00AM. 
  
“I am more convinced every day of the lasting impact of building affordable homes. Families thrive in 
safe decent surroundings. Children are healthier, happier and often able to achieve higher levels of 
education. We’ve completed 62 homes in our Heartland region so far and are thrilled to help two more 
families achieve their dreams in Manor Park,” said Linda Armstrong – Interim CEO, Habitat for Humanity, 
Heartland Ontario. 
 
The Robitaille family, Juan Jose, Michelle, their daughter Juliette, three years old, and their son Joseph 
Mitchel, 7 months old, live in a townhouse with Michelle's mother and sisters where the four of them 
share one bedroom. Michelle works from home in the afternoons and Juan Jose has almost completed 
school with Boreal ESL (English Lessons). He attends school in the mornings so Michelle and Juan are 
able to share taking care of their children through the day. As a family, they love going to the park and 
watching movies, but most important for the family is just spending time together.  
 
The Genworth support came through their annual Meaning of Home contest encouraging grade 4, 5 and 
6 students to write an essay or poem about what home means to them.  In this national contest, London 
student John Latosinsky won first prize allowing him to allocate $50,000 to the Habitat(s) of his choice. 
John chose to honour Habitat Heartland with $25,000 and to give the other $25,000 to a Habitat 
Indigenous Build program. 
 
"The Genworth Canada Meaning of Hope contest in support of Habitat for Humanity helped make this 
day possible for the lucky family receiving the gift of a home. John's contest entry made it possible for us 
to be here to celebrate and we are thrilled to be a part of this special day", said Anita Booth - Director of 
Marketing & Community Relations, Genworth Canada 
 
The Solomon family has received support from Scotiabank. Three year old Mohammad Solomon said, 
“My dad took us to see a new building, he said it was a house being built by Habitat for Humanity. My 
dad said that Habitat for Humanity and their helpers and our family will work together to build a house 
for our family. My dad said the day they told him this was one of his happiest days.” 
 
The public are invited to come out and celebrate with the Habitat partner families 

-30- 
Who: Habitat for Humanity Heartland Ontario 
What: Groundbreaking Ceremony - 16 and 18 Forbes Street, London  
When: September 23, 2016 - 11:00am  
Contact: Sharon Brennan sbrennan@habitat4home.ca 519 455 6623 ext 231 

mailto:sbrennan@habitat4home.ca
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About Habitat for Humanity Heartland Ontario  
Habitat for Humanity believes that every man, woman and child has the right to the confidence, security 
and hope that a home provides. Affordable housing is key to building strong, equitable and thriving 
communities. By mobilizing volunteers and community partners, we can build affordable housing and 
promote homeownership. We’re building to end poverty.  

 
 
 

 


